PROJECT  10073  RECORD 


D*  TF  • TIME  GROUP 

25  .luT.e  66  26/O3OOZ 


3.  •..'sui.rE 

Civilian 


*.  mumper  of  objects 


One 


2.  LOCATION 


10.  CONCLUSION 

other  (BLIMP) 


Akron,  Ohio 


y 


(Two  Witnesses) 


On  the  niflit  of  <5  June  t.he  <;ooclyear  Blimp  was  flying;  in  the 
Akron  area  from  l6/i5-?330 


S.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION  tl.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


Several  Hinutoo 


6.  1 YPE  OF  OBSERVATION 
Ground -Visual 


7.  COURSE 


Observers  not^’d  very  iH'tfhl-  red,  white,  and  green  lights 
viiich  resembled  an  a^rrrnft  caning  in  for  a landing;  however, 
the  wltno33t?o  cnulri  only  Tim!  one  airport  to  the  south  (Akron 
Canton)  and  Uiis  wan  l-e  far  to  Uie  south*  Object  flew  direct 
behlnfl  0l)0orvcr3  mitonobl  le  for  about  two  mlnutnn.  Colors 
would  change  nlnwly  1 ike  colors  in  the  front  of  a Juke  I3ok. 
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OCT  11  iS66 


Dear  )Sr.  and  Mrs. 

- Ue^erence  Is  made  to  your  unidentified  observation 
on  Jane  25 * 1966.  Contact  was  made  with  the  Federal 
Aviation  Agency  at  the  Akxon-Canton  Airport  for  Information 
regarding  the  stimulns  which  yon  observed  on  the  night  of 
June  25.  They  referred  our  office  to  the  Goodyear  Rubber 
Company  In  Akron.  The  FAA  Informed  us  that  the  Goodyear 
blimp  was  operating  in  the  Akron  area  around  the  latter 
part  of  June. 


We,  in  turn,  contacted  Mr.44HHIV^f  the  Goodyear 
Company  who  provided  the  following  information: 

*'0n  June  25,  the  Goodyear  blimp  was  flying  in 
the  Akron  area  between  S;00  - 11:30  SDT.  The  blimp  has 
the  normal  running  lights  that  are  required  oy  the  F.\A, 
and  in  addition  had  attached  to  its  side  a multlcolorod 
advertising  sign  that  taeasured  100  feet  long  by  14  feet 
high.'* 

.ve  were  puzzled  that  such  a craft  v.ould  be  flying  at 
night,  but  the  blimp  was  in  the  air  until  11:30  that  night 

Advertising  gimmicks  such  as  this  are  often  mistaken 
by  persons  because  of  the  lighting  configuration  -ind 
because  of  the  slow  movement  of  the  craft  towing  the 
electrical  advertising  sign.  le  feel  that  you  and  your 
wife  observed  this  blimp,  especially  since  it  was  in  the 
immediate  area  and  was  equipped  with  the  lighting  config- 
uration which  you  described  in  your  report. 


•Te  wish  to  thank  you  for  reporting  your  observation 
to  the  Air  Force  and  to  assure  you  we  do  not  release 
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OCT  1 1 1966 


Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

' 'Ee^erence  is  made  to  your  unidentified  observation 
on  June  25|  1966.  Contact  vras  aiade  with  the  Federal 
Aviation  Agency  at  the  Akron>Canton  Airport  for  Information 
regarding  the  stinulns  ebich  you  observed  on  the  night  of 
June  25.  They  referred  our  office  to  the  Goodyear  Rubber 
Company  In  Akron.  The  FAA  Informed  us  that  the  Goodyear 
blimp  vas  operating  in  the  Akron  area  around  the  latter 
part  of  June. 


We,  in  turn,  contacted  Mr.4SHHV^f  the  Goodyear 
Company  who  provided  the  following  inforioatlon: 

'’On  June  25,  the  Goodyear  blimp  was  flying  in 
the  Akron  area  between  9:00  - 11:30  HDT,  The  blimp  has 
the  normal  running  lights  that  are  required  oy  the  F.\A, 
and  in  addition  had  attached  to  its  side  a mult icolorod 
advertising  sign  that  measured  100  feet  long  by  14  feet 
high.  ’* 

.i'e  were  puzzled  that  such  a craft  would  !3e  flying  at 
night,  but  the  blimp  was  in  the  air  until  11:30  that  aight. 


Advertising  gimmicks  such  as  this  are  often  mistaken 
by  persons  because  of  the  lighting  configuration  ind 
because  of  the  slow  moveFitent  of  the  craft  towing  the 
electrical  advertising  sign.  iVe  feel  that  you  and  your 
wife  observed  this  blimp,  especially  since  it  was  in  the 
immediate  area  and  was  equipped  with  the  lighting  config- 
uration which  you  described  in  your  report. 

We  wish  to  thank  you  for  reporting  your  observation 
to  the  Air  Force  and  to  assure  you  we  do  not  release 
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naaies  of  witnesses  without  the  consent  of  the  Individ' 

ual . 


Sincerely , 


GJS0RG2  P.  FKiJ^;AN,  JR. 

Lt  Colonel*  USAl' 

Chief*  Civil  Qranch 
Community  Relations  division 
Office  of  Information 
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Ohio,  is 


hed  latter  signed  by 
vith  their  descr lotion  of  subject  sighting  and  a freehand 
received  by  this  District's  Detachment  Office  in  Cl-eveland, 
for*.ir3rded  ir.  accordance  with  i\Fil  200-2,  dated  20  July  1962. 


You  are  advised  that  this  District  Office  has  not  contactad  the 
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matter . 
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On  June  25ch  (Saturday)  my  husband  and  I were  traveling  North  on  Route  21,  in 
the  Medina  County  area.  It  was  between  10:00  and  I1;00  PM  and  we  were  travelin 
at  a steady  speed  of  70  HPH.  It  was  a clear  warm  night  and  the  stars  were  out. 


I happened  to  glance  out  the  window  to  ray  richt  (East)  and  just  above  the  treetops 
I could  see  very  bright  red,  white,  and  green  lights.  I questioned  my  husband 
as  to  whether  there  was  an  airport  near  the  area,  because  the  lights  looked  as 
though  it  was  an  airplane  with  its  landing  light  on  coming  in  for  a landing, 

(We  found  in  looking  at  the  map  later  that  there  is  an  Akron-Canton  airport  in 
the  area,  but  it  was  quite  a bit  further  south  than  we  were.) 


I started  watching  the  road  again  and  then  glanced  to  the  right  again  and  the 
lights  were  still  at  treetop  level  (about  500  yards  to  the  rieht-east).  I 
mentioned  that  it  was  taking  that  plane  an  awful  long  time  to  land.  I kept 
watching  the  lights  and  they  never  went  any  lower. 


Then,  it  seemed  to  drop  back  and  I thought  then  that  it  was  landing.  I turned 
around  to  watch  it  and  it  moved  to  its  left  (west)  at  an  angle,  like  a helicopter 
wouldonly  it  didn't  teeter  like  one  would  when  it  turned  the  angle.  It  was  now 
flying  dlrectlv  behind  us  up  the  freeway.  It  was  coming  closer.  Then  we  thought 
it  was  a helicopter  checking  the  traffic  because  it  was  heavy  that  night.  As  I 
watched  it  it  seemed  to  come  closer  and  I turned  the  radio  off  to  see  if  we  could 
hear  propeller  noises.  There  were  none.  I told  my  husband  to  look,  and  asked 
him  what  he  thought  it  was.  He  glanced  around  as  he  was  driving,  but  couldn't 
sea  too  well  and  said  it  was  nrobablv  a halicoriter  or  an  airolane  with  neon 
advertising  cn  it.  I reasoned  whv  would  it  be  out  this  late  and  to  what 
advantage  .'O-ild  a plane  advertisement  be  at  this  hour  ;>f  the  night  over  a freeway 
;’~at  most  'f  the  cars  were  going  at  least  70  MPH  on. 


I cli.mbed  inta  the  back  seat  to  get  a closer  look  at  it.  It  was  close  enough  chat 
I could  see  it  rotating  from,  as  T locked  at  it.  Left  to  right  slowly,  .^t 
first  I couldn't  believe  my  eyes  and  I asked  my  husband  to  look  again,  lie  turned 
around  and  locked  and  said  that  be  had  never  seen  anything  like  it  before. 


It  was  in  the  .share  of  a doughnut  on  its  side  or  an  innertube  and  had  bright  red, 
white  and  green  lights  on  it  and  a small  red  flashing  light  in  the  middle  on 
too.  It diJn  L sway  from  one  side  to  another  but  followed  us  almost  at  the  same 
sreed  because  it  didn't  get  any  smaller  through  the  back  window.  I know  the  object 
was  Cumins  as  it  was  flying  because  the  colors  would  change  slowly  like  colors 
in  the  front  of  a Juke  Box,  and  you  could  see  all  of  the  colors  -all  of  the  time. 
There  was  no  souifd  whatsoever  except  that  coming  from  our  car.  I onened  the  window 
to  tr*'  to  hear  it  and  - nothing. 


ght  maybe  it  was  a plane  and  it  thought  the  freeway 
1 of  the  lights  on  it,  but  when  we  talked  this  over 
allow  for  the  wings  between  the  lights  and  also  the 
3 much  larger  than  the  wine  lights. 


It  followed  us  at  the  same  speed  for  about  2 minutes, 
west  (at  sn  anele)  . never  going  any  higher  and  T lost 
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August  19,  1966 


Kircland,  Ohio 


i 


Office  of  Special  Investigation,  U.S.A.F. 

Detachment  502 
Room  613 

Lincoln  Building 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Gentlemen : 

I know  you  probably  get  hundreds  of  letters- like  this  every  day, 
but  my  curiosity  has  been  getting  the  best  of  me.  My  husband  and 
I were  returning  home  from  a trip  to  Tennessee  where  we  dropped  our 
son  off  at  camp,  when  we  had  this  situation  happen  to  us, 

We  haven't  told  anyone  because  we  thought  they  would  think  we  were 
mentally  unbalanced. 

m 

Ue  talked  about  the  happening  ail  the  way  home  and  weeks  afterwards. 

The  next  day,  I called  the  Plain  Dealer  (not  giving  ray  name)  and  asked 
if  any  UFO's  were  reported  in  the  area  the  night  before.  I also  called 
the  Medina  Sheriff's  Department,  but  no  one  had  heard  anything.  I 
thought  for  sure  someone  else  would  have  reported  what  we  had  seen  and 
that  we  could  varify  it  also,  but  as  far  as  we  knew,  no  one  had. 

I am  not  as'-amed  to  tell  vou  chat  we  were  quite  scared  when  this 
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I hone  there  is  some  logical  explanation  for  what  we  saw.  It  was  not 
a cloud,  buc  something  realistic-  It  was  something,  and  if  you  know 
what  it  was  I wish  you  would  please  let  us  know.  Also,  we  would 
aporeciate  it  if  you  would  not  let  too  many  peoole  know  our  names. 
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FTD  (TDETR) 

Wrlght-Patteraon  AFB,  Ohio 
7 September  1966 


^^5^+33 


PAA 

Akron  Canton  Airport 
Akron  ^ Ghlo  W+302 


Our  of  rice  is  in  receipt  of  an  alleged  UFO  sighting  which  took  place 
in  the  Akron,  Ohio  area  on  2^  Jhne  at  approximately  2215 • Enclosed 
is  the  accoxint  of  the  witnesses  unusual  observation.  Request  informa- 
tion on  any  type  aircraft  that  could  have  been  operating  in  that  area 
with  some  type  of  advertising  gimmick.  If  such  an  aircraft  has  been 
operating  out  of  the  Akron,  Ohio  area  Information  would  be  appreciated. 

If  records  are  available,  request  positive  or  negative  radar  confiiTCStion 
of  any  unkncvn  object.  Any  assistance  you  can  provide  is  appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

A " 

'TOl’OR  <JH:7i;:iIIXA,  Jr,  .Major,  US^'^F 
CTnier,  Projecx  Blue  Book 
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ContHCt  was  made  with  Rubber  Co.  Akron. 

Ohio,  area  code  2l6  June  66  the  Goodyear 

blimp  was  flying  in  the  Akron  area  between  2100-2330  ROT.  Tne 
blimp  has  the  normal  running  lights  that  are  required  by  the 
7AA,  plus  on  this  night  the  blimp  was  advertising,  Thera  was 
a advertising  sign  100  ft  long  and  14  ft  high  on  the  sides  of  the 
craft.  This  dign  has  four  colors.  The  blimp  was  flying  around  th 
Wing  Foote  Lake  ar-a  wh4bh  is  in  the  SE  Akron  area.  The  craft 
depart. ed  the  lake  and  was  down  on  the  ground  in  Akron  at  2330. 
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dentifled  flying  object  report  from  Mr 
The  follovlng  Is  a suggested  reply: 


Beference  your  unidentified  obsexnmtlon  of  2^  J\ine  1966 
Contact  iiBs  made  vlth  the  K^aderal  Aviation  Agency  at  the  Ahron- 
Canton  Airport  for  information  regarding  the  stlanilua  vhlch  you 
observed  on  the  night  of  25  June.  They  referred  our  office  to 
the  Goodyear  Rubber  Conqjacy  In  Akron*  The  FAA  informed  us  that 
the  Goodyear  blhqp  vas  operating  In  the  Akron  area  around  the 
latter  part  of  June. 


On  25  Jhne  the  Goodyear  blligp  vas  flying  in  the  Akron 
area  betveen  2100  - 2330  EET.  The  bllsqp  has  the  normal  running 
lights  that  are  required  by  the  PAA^  and  In  addition  had  attached 
to  its  side  a multicolored  ad'/ertlslng  sign  that  measured  100  feet 
long  by  Ik  feet  high.” 


We  vere  puzzled  that  such  a craft  would  be  flying  at  night 
bllsg)  vas  in  the  air  until  2330  that  night. 


Advertising  gimmicks  such  as  this  are  often  mistaken  by 
persona  because  of  the  lifting  configuration  and  because  of  the 
slow  movement  of  the  craft  toving  the  electrical  advertising  sign. 

Ve  feel  that  you  and  your  wife  observed  this  blimp » especially  since 
it  vas  In  the  immediate  area  and  vae  equipped  with  the  lighting  con- 
figuration vhlch  you  described  in  your  report.  Thank  you  for  report 
jng  your  observation  to  the  Air  Porce. 


1 Atch 

UPO  ^ipt,  25  June  I966 


WARREN  S.  WHEELER,  Colonel,  U3A7 
Deputy  for  Technology  and  Subsystems 
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